THE ATTACKS ON THE CORUNXA ROAD
Tlie moment the attack was fully developed and It
appeared certain that no other offensive was due to take
place elsewhere. General Miaja brought up all his re-
modelled divisions to the Jarama front and before the
fighting died down he had something like 40,000 men
strung out along the line. General Varela had for Ms
part not more than 15,000 front-line troops. Once again
the Nationalists were going into battle somewhat prema-
turely and without sufficient effectives if they really had
ambitious projects. If they only wished to cut the
Valencia road and pave the way for future action, then
they were justified and they succeeded.
The first and most bitter fighting took place on the
right flank along the railway embankment at Ciempo-
zuelos. The Reds there lost ground early, but coming
back in the afternoon in a surprise counter-attack fought
ertremely well and, before they were finally driven off,
lost hundreds of dead to the Nationalist machine-gun
fire. In the centre, progress through three days of
fighting was more rapid. The Nationalists quickly seized
Vaciamadrid, effectively cutting the Valencia and Chin-
chon roads, and, having crossed the Jarama near St.
Martin de la Vega, pushed forward to Perales and the
immediate outskirts of Arganda.
The crossing of the Jarama was a brilliant bit of work
carried out with great dash by two banderas of Spanish
Legionaries and by four squadrons of Moorish cavalry.
The latter rode their horses across the river, deployed in
line despite heavy machine-gun fire, and, taking shelter
in a ravine on the other side, dismounted and pushed to
the crests. Here they established a Ene of machine-gun
posts which held back enemy counter-attacks until the
engineers and the Legionaries had built a pontoon bridge
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